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THE DRIVE TO COMPETE  

 

Competition of any kind requires a substantial commitment by the participant, especially in time and in effort. 

Therefore, itôs no surprise that with this commitment comes an equally strong desire to experience the thrill of 

victory. The IASCA competition formats are not only designed to offer a fair competition experience with 

equitable rules, classification and judging; we provide participants with the benefits of receiving feedback and 

advice based on the knowledge of our IASCA Certified Judges.  

  

 Participating in an officially sanctioned IASCA competition ensures the credibility of the judging process and 

enables you to meet others who share your passion. By networking with fellow competitors and witnessing other 

systems in competition, those who desire the best performance from their vehicle can learn of ways to improve it 

when exposed to this process. In all, it is great fun and a wonderful learning experience. Through the years, many 

competitors have actually parleyed their competition experience into a career within the industry.  

 

The path to winning can and most likely will be long and hard. It is inevitable that along the way you will at some 

time experience a loss; however, it can be easily accepted if you consider that what you will have won is new ideas 

to improve your system from the comments and evaluation on the IASCA score sheet. After the competition we            

recommend taking that score sheet to the nearest IASCA retailer for a  consultation on how to improve each score. 

An IASCA retailer will be able to offer advice, products and installation techniques which can help you achieve 

your goal of reproducing the most accurate sound in your vehicle.  

 

This rule book represents the criteria for evaluating your system, which has become the industry standard. Its 

content can help you to improve the sound performance of your vehicle whether you choose to compete or not. 

 INTRODUCTION TO IASCA RULES  

 

IASCAôs Rules for Car Audio Competition have evolved to become the Industry recognized benchmark in car 

audio system evaluation. Through the years, these rules were tailored to provide competitors, with varying levels 

of competition experience, the ability to compete amongst their peers at equal levels. Our rules are designed to 

accommodate the veteran competitor, while nurturing the newcomer, to satisfy the great passion for auto sound 

performance in every level of competitor.  

 

This rule book is divided into six sections; General Info, SQ (Sound Quality; includes SQi, SQC and ISQC), 

Installation (Includes SQi, IQC and RTA/SPL Challenge), IdBL, Everblast Bass Boxing/Tuner Jam/MACS/ 

Nightglow and Tips from the Pros/Calendar. The ñTips from the Prosò section offers all members an insight into 

how the pros and veterans in our industry see different sections of competition and tips on they achieve that 

particular subject; this can be an invaluable tool for the newcomer in building their dream system. 

 

Whether youôre a Sound Quality aficionado, SPL junkie, Everblast Bass Boxing street banger, car show lover or if 

lighting is your thing, IASCA has a competition format to quench your thirst for competition. Donôt be afraid to 

read through this whole book; even though some sections may not apply to what you love to do, you may find a 

new ñnicheò that youôd love to explore!   

 

ñCompetition is a by-product of productive work,  
not its goal. A creative man is motivated by the  
desire to achieve not by the desire to beat others.ò 

  
- Ayn Rand (1905 ï 1982) 



COMP-3 

 This is IASCAôs traditional competition format that continues to be ñThe Standard by Which Great 

Mobile Electronics Performance is Measured.ò  Competitors and their vehicles are judged under the following 

criteria: 

¶  The overall Sound Quality of the sound system and how it reproduces Tonal Accuracy, Staging, Imaging, 

Linearity and Absence of Noise within the vehicle.  

¶ The overall Installation  quality is based on System Safety,  Integrity, Integration, Craftsmanship and 

Upgrades as well as the ability of a competitor to understand and present their vehicleôs sound system 

characteristics and installation methods to the certified IASCA Judge.  

There are different levels of SQ competition, based on a competitorôs  experience. These levels are described 

further in the rules and are broken down by Classes. Each area of SQi judging has its own variables that are 

detailed throughout the SQ section of this rule book and the Official IASCA score sheet.  

The SQC format is judged and scored on Sound Quality only and is designed for those who focus on the sound 

quality of their vehicle, not necessarily the level of detail in the installation. This format can be easily produced at 

small events, especially at car audio retail shops. There are two Classes in SQC; single seat and two seat. The 

single seat Class is designed for competitors in the Rookie, Amateur and Pro Classes, while the 2 seat Class is open 

to all Classes. Scoring is based on the IASCA judging criteria of; Tonal Accuracy, Sound Stage, Imaging, Sound 

Linearity, and Absence of Noise.  

SQC is judged with the Official IASCA Sound Quality Reference CD, using the traditional IASCA Sound Quality 

score sheet. 
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